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The rationing of Kan, however, the head-quarters of the
Southern Column, was one of the greatest difficulties with which
the General had to contend. Kan was 165 miles by road from
Pakkoku, the main base, and on the 23rd of November, owing to
the floods, carts could only travel sixty miles of this distance. A
small river, the Myittha, connected Kan to Kalewa on the Chind-
win, but it was very shallow and swift, full of rocks, and generally
difficult of navigation. Owing to the difficulties of land transport,
however, Lieutenant Holland, of the Indian Marine, explored the
136 miles of this river between Kan and Kalewa, and pronounced
that it would be possible to send stores up by this route. This
form of transport was accordingly adopted, and, under the super-
vision of Lieutenant Holland, was worked with conspicuous success
until the end of January, when the river became too shallow for
navigation. During February the transport officers had to meet
a fresh difficulty in cattle-disease, which broke out with great
virulence in the Kale and Myittha valleys, and through which the
number of pack bullocks available was reduced by two-thirds.

The first troops of the Southern Column reached Kan on the 7th
December, and the Sappers of the party began work on the road
to Yokwa and Haka the next day.

Before the expedition started it was believed that the Southern
Column would be able to reach Haka in at the most twelve days
from Kan, and all calculations were made on this surmise. Such,
however, were the unexpected difficulties of the country that,
with the whole strength of the force devoted to making the
road, sixty-foux miles in length, it took the head of the column
sixty-six days to get into Haka, while the mule road was not com-
pleted until the seventy-seventh day from commencing the work.
This disappointing delay was not without its compensating
advantages in dealing with the Chins. They expected us to make a
quick advance, do some damage, and then retire. The steady
persistent advance, together with the pains taken to get into touch
with them, and to explain our objects and intentions, paralysed
their efforts for resistance, and thus tribe after tribe submitted
and yielded to our terms.

The same difficulty that met the Burma Column also greatly
delayed Colonel Tregear, and he was unable to finish his road to